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23" Annual Gathering
May 6 & 7, 2011

Highlands Hammock State Park

Come join us for fun & fellowship during our annual gathering. The Florida Park Service
Alumni Association, also known as the Old Rangers Club, will gather at Highlands Hammock
to explore the park, spin some yarns, raise some money for the organization through the

annual auction, cover some necessary busin
be a member to attend but once you see what good deeds the organization performs you will
want to join.

Donét forget to bring your iitems and your

Annual Auction. Auction items should be new, handmade or collectable. This is the

Al umni 6s biggest fundraiser for the James
current and retired FPS employees. We need your hand-crafted items and we need some
bidders. Rumor is there will be some homemade birdhouses, some tasty home baked items
and other crafts. These items make great Christmas presents, although many folks confess
to keeping their purchases for themselves once they get home

ACCOMODATION INFORMATION

Campsites have been blocked for the FPSAA Annual Meeting. Call the park directly at (863)
386-6099 to make your reservation. Standard rates apply (since this is not a work day.) For
more information on Highlands Hammock State Park visit their web site at:
http://www.floridastateparks.org/highlandshammock/default.cfm

Hotel rooms have been blocked for the FPSAA at the Inn on The Lakes in Sebring. Room
rates are $69.00 plus 9% tax and includes breakfast. For reservations or more information
call 800-531-5253 or visit their web site at http://www.innonthelakes.com/ Check out the
pictures of the hotel and you will see another reason to come to the gathering. Itis a
beautiful facility. Take advantage of this opportunity for a nice get-away and visit with folks
who are like-minded.

Agenda and registration information on page 3


http://www.floridastateparks.org/highlandshammock/default.cfm
http://www.innonthelakes.com/

Presi dent 0s Message

Dear Fellow Alumni Members:

People say time flies when you are having fun. | can vouch for that, it seems only yesterday
that | started my term as President of the Florida Park Service Alumni Association and here |
sit writing my last message.

The current economic situation in our state has set the stage for some strange political
maneuvers. In all my years of following legislation this year promises to be one of the most
interesting | have ever seen. It also has the potential to have the most far reaching impacts
that we have seen i n some ti me.atasthelegislaien hop
moves through the political process that cooler heads will prevail and the negative impacts to
the Florida Park Service will be minimal.

| hope that all of you will join us for a time of fun and fellowship with former and current

employees on May 6 and 7 for the 23rd Annual Gathering of the Florida Park Service Alumni
Association to be held at Highlands Hammock State Park

%ma%%f

Larry Perry

ARE YOUR DUES PAID UP?

Have you paid your membership dues recently? If youd vfergotten or are not sure, like some of our
other members, just pay them again. Some folks are paid up through 2016. Our competent Secretary
will just apply your dues payment for the next year. But if you really want to know give Judi a call or
email.

You can send your $15.00 check to Judi Maxwell, 558 S.W. Maxwell Ct., Fort White, FL 32038
(385) 497-4750 judid6@windstream.net

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
SEND IN YOUR NEWS
The Old Rangewmdsis the best method of keeping u

you have any news or stories to share, please send it to: Sandy Cook, 2888 Spring Creek Highway,
Crawfordville, FL 32327 or Sandy2888@Centurylink.net

kkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkk
Join us on Facebook at Florida Park Service Alumni Association, Inc.

Save the date for this yeards Florida P.
November 4-6, 2011 at Lake Kissimmee State Park
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HAPPENINGS

Friday, May 6

11:00am i Highlands Hammock Tram Tour

3:00pm - James Cook Memorial Fund Executive Board Meeting
4:00pm - FPSAA Executive Board Meeting

6:00pm - Dinner i on your own

Saturday, May 7

9:00am - Registration & Get Re-acquainted

9:30am - Annual Business Meeting and Election of Officers
12:00 -2:00 - Lunch, visiting & Silent Auction

2:30-4:30 - Live Auction

6:00pm - Dinner

Name:
Please indicate number in party for each activity below.

Saturday Lunch i Cold cut sandwiches & fixins
$8.00adult #
$5.00child #__
Saturday Dinner i Barbeque & other stuff
$10.00 adult #
$6.00 child #
Please register in advance so we have a headcount for the meeting. You can register on line by
going to the FPSAA web site www.FPSAA.org or by sending the above information to
Tom Linley. Mail: 2015 Chowkeebin Nene, Tallahassee, FL 32301

Phone wk: (850) 878-7959
E-Mail: Tom@Linley.us

You can pay in advance or when you arrive.
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MORE HAPPENINGS

Old Rangers Rock

That was the comment from Ranger Michelle Waterman after the FPSAA Funament/Fishing Tournament
held at Lake Kissimmee State Park. She sent a thank you note saying that she and her family had a
wonderful time and appreciated all of the time and effort put into the event.

For years the Alumni Association has made numerous attempts to get more families involved. Maybe the
events sounded too much | i ke a meeting or a worKkec
eventé..food,, efnureracatiinuetnites and a cheap outing.
figured out how to do that)

The event kicked off Friday evening with a potluck dinner with more food and more varieties than could be
consumed. After dinner we were entertained with folks competing for the Biggest Fish Tale and boy were
there some whoppers. John Roche had to reluctantly give up his returning prize for the best fish tale. That
award went to Mark Nelson with Clif Maxwell having the second best story. Be sure to ask Mark how he
learned to catch catfish.

Saturday morning kicked off early with a big breakfast compliments of the Friends of Florida State Parks.
The Friends joined us for breakfast but then had to spend the rest of the beautiful day in a Board meeting.
(Too bad for them they couldnét enjoy the fun act

For the folks who wanted to take advantage of the great fishing opportunities and compete for some cool
prizes, there was a Fishing Tournament throughout the day. Assistant Park Manager Josh Herman and his
daughter, Kaleigh, had some competition this year. Josh came away with the Biggest Fish and Kalaigh won
second place child for Most Fish Weight. John Roche took first place for the Most Fish Weight and caught
the second largest fish. Donoven Dancses and his sister, Hailee, both fished and Donovan was awarded
with his efforts by winning Biggest Fish and Most Fish Weight for a child. Thanks to all who competed and
special thanks to our Park Concessionaires who provided tournament prizes. They were Coral Reef Park
Company, Homosassa Springs and Jonathan Dickinson. Thank you to our partners.

The day was full of activities with swamp buggy rides, Ranger Guided Walks, Animal Tracks program,
Hayride and the Living History Cow Camp. There were some fsomewhat competitivedgames of volleyball
and horseshoes.

After a full day of activities it was again time to eat with a good ole fish fry and all the fixins being offered up.
A special treat was an appearance on stage by Florida Folk Heritage Award winner Frank Thomas as he
shared some of his great songs (including my favorite, A Cracker Long Song). He was joined by Jon Corneal
who was a drummer with the Byrds. Following dinner the fisher-folk winners were announced with awards
being handed out. The evening was capped off with music by the famous (at least in their mind) FPS Band.
Members of the band are all FPS employees and the drummer is our very own State Park Director, Donald
Forgione. Now how cool is that. That gives us something else to brag about, only 2 time Gold Medal Winner
and the best (and maybe only, thus the distinction of best) State Park Service Band.

Thanks to all the folks that worked hard to make the event a success. Park Manager Andy Noland and his
staff fimgde happend and actually acted |ike they \

So if you missed | ast yearés event you ought not
and bring a friend. If you have ideas or want to help please contact Sandy Cook 850-926-5045 or
Sandy2888@Centurylink.net

Mark your calendars for the 2011 Florida Park Service Family Fun Day i November 4-6, 2011
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AND MORE HAPPENINGS

Oral History Project Gets Resuscitated

Back in 1999-2000 a project began in earnest to begin conducting oral history interviews with some of
our AOl e Timers. o A o0 rheit thet critexiaas andokel tineel. 8gne fiblksddd alveady
retired while some were still employed. The main criteria was that you had to have been around since
dirt.

Dr. Robin J. Sellers, PhD, Director of the Reichelt Oral History Program at Florida State University
agreed to take on the task. She conducted 21 interviews and then took on the daunting task of
transcribing them. Ex-Park Ranger turned historian Dave Nelson added a few more to the batch. |
have never quite figured out how they can transcribe some of our FPS lingo and cracker accents but |
suppose that why they have doctorate degrees.

As many projects do, the interviews stopped being conducted. Through the years we keep bringing up
the need to be capturing some of the FPS stories. So one day Dr. Sellers was contacted and asked if
she might be interested in starting back up. She responded with a resounding yes. She said the
timing was right and she would have 5 graduate students at the beginning of the semester and it would
be a great project for them.

Phil Werndli, Asst Bureau Chief for Bureau of Natural & Cultural Resources and Sandy Cook met with
Dr. Sellers and the students to come up with a plan. The students read the interviews that had been
previously done to get some background. Each student would do 2 interviews.

After some phone calls and arm twisting Sandy came up with 10 victims. She gathered some basic
background information on each person to be interviewed. This task took longer than expected. If you
have ever called someone Yyou,ydugetthepicture.tYau hive alotbfo
catching up to do. Then she met with the students to pair off the interviewers and interviewees.

We chose folks with a variety of backgrounds, from around the state and who were no longer
employees of the state (which made talking a little easier). The first group were: Cecil Dykes, Jamie
Trescott, Russell Williams, Larry Perry, George Apthorp, Dave Randall, Darrell Krause, Jerry Brown,
Robert Dye and Bobbie & Dwight Holden (2 for the price of 1). Johnny Johnston and Thelma Proctor
were later added to the list.

So you might be an Ole Timer if you get a call asking to be one of our next interviewees!

Speaking of Old Things

They say Americads workforce i s agi nuntlaecdnrecroit i ¢
some younger folks the days of building fences, docks, bridges, etc are put on hold. In our continued
effort to support parks we assist with special events. Alumni members participated in Gold Head
Branchés VYesterdayods Fampfird&castirorbcgokingebotterrcisutningg t i n g
turpentine history and historic tools. Assistance was also provided for some of the 75" FPS

Anniversary events including a service project to re-deck a CCC bridge (we had some young folks
helping out) and assist with the Time Capsule event at Odeno, manning a booth at the Wakulla Springs
Wakulla Wildlife Festival and locating & scanning historic photos for the 50™ Anniversary event for

John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park.
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MEMBER NEWS

In Memory

The Florida Park Service lost another member
of its family in August 2010 when Arnold
Kuenzler lost his long courageous battle with
cancer.

This was a remarkable accomplishment as
Tallahassee was not considered a political friend
of the Keys and as everyone knows, Arnold did
not have a folksy soutdl

In 1988, he retired from his District Manager
position and continued to be involved with the
Park Service through the Florida Park Service
Alumni Association which he was instrumental in
developing as their first president and only two-
term President.

Arnold began his Park Service career in 1968
at Gold Head Branch State Park. Soon
afterward, he promoted into the Park Manager
position at Caladesi Island State Park. He
was also manager at Bahia Honda State Park,
John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park, and
developed Lake Kissimmee State Park before

being promoted to District Manager. Arnold, his deceased wife, Aggie, their daughter

Kim Crouch and even his grandson, Kyle have
contributed significantly to the annual auction.
Most of us wish we had half the talents of this
family. If you have ever been to one of the
auctions there is a good chance you have
purchased (or at least bid on) one of their
handcrafted items. As a result of these
contributions the FPSAA Board unanimously
passed a Resolution to name the annual auction
the Arnold Kuenzler and Family Annual Auction.

Longtime friend Skip Haring fondly
remembered Arnol dds ti
Bahia Honda with the following: i Ar no | d
always did everytThe ng
challenge for anyone working with Arnold was
trying to figure out what book he was working
from. Back in the early 70s, Bahia Honda was
blessed with the new Overseas Highway
bridges that redirected traffic from cutting
through the middle of the park use areas. It fell
to Arnold, as manager, to handle the expected
uproar and possible revolt from the local
6Conchsd when it was ¢
beautiful, longtime free, roadside beach and
picnic area would soon have a user fee.

See following page for a copy of the Resolution.

Arnold could have sat back, built the gate and
ranger station and let the chips fall where they
may, but in Arnol dds
way. He did his homework, put together a
public information program and delivered it to
the Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs, the Chambers
of Commerce in the Middle and Lower Keys,
the County Commission, and every other civic
group he could find, explaining the need for
user participation in the cost of operating the
park.

When the new 25 cent per person fee was
finally adopted and officially announced, the

|l ocals were so over whe
presentations that they felt it was a very

reasonable charge and several of the local Arnold Kuenzler, Sandy Cook., Danny Paul, Dave & Marti
leaders boaste(_j that they had_ ref:ommended Randall, George Apthorp at Florida Caverns Sugarcane
and supported it from the beginning. Festival
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